Healthy Ecosystems

Biodiversity

OBJECTIVE: Maintain diversity and optimum distribution and density of

NJ'saquatic and terrestrial species and their habitats.

INDICATOR: Status & Trendsof Critical Species& Management

Number of Bald Eagle Nests and Y oung:
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The number of Bald Eagle nests and young produced each year are indicators of availability and
quality of large-area forest and aguatic habitats, and active management by biologists. Historic
records estimate 22 NJ nests through the 1940s, declining to a yearly average of 1 nest and no
young through the 1970s. In 2001, there were 27 active nesting pairs of eagles that produced a
record 34 young, for a productivity rate of 1.3 young per nest. The recovery resulted from the
release of 60 young eaglets obtained from Canada (1983-1990) in concert with continued
intensive management of failing nests and protection of nests, provided by biologists and

landowners.

Improvements in habitat quality due to federal bans of DDT and other

organochlorines including PCBs in the 1970s and 1980s have also contributed to the recovery.
While number and distribution of nests continues to improve, habitat loss, human disturbance
and lingering organochlorine contamination threatened 16 of 27 nests in 2001, and remain
significant threats to maintaining and enhancing NJ s Bald Eagle population.

Data Source: NJDEP Endangered and Nongame Species Program,DFW





